Archdiocese or Omaha

Statement from Archbishop Michael McGovern on the Election of Pope Leo XIV

Dear Friends:

Today the College of Cardinals has elected Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost as the new Bishop of
Rome and 266th successor of St. Peter. While the world continues to offer prayers of gratitude to
God for the life and ministry of Pope Francis, we are now strengthened by the loving action of the
Holy Spirit in providing a new Chief Shepherd for the Church.

Our Holy Father has taken the name of Leo XIV. As we begin to pray for Pope Leo at each Mass
that is offered, I encourage the faithful and all people of good will to lift him up in your prayers.

As a native of Chicago, I am moved by the fact our new Holy Father has Chicago roots. His pastoral
work in Peru and his leadership of the Augustinian Order based in Rome have shaped his view of
the world and the Church. I look forward to strengthening the bonds of the Church in Omaha with
the Universal Church as Pope Leo takes up the Petrine ministry.

We are planning a special Mass of Thanksgiving for the election of Pope Leo. More information
about our celebration of the election of the new Holy Father will be announced in the coming days.
In the meantime, I invite everyone to pray together for our Holy Father and for the Church.

Almost 2000 years ago, Christ gave a mission to Peter the Apostle: feed my lambs, tend my sheep,
feed my sheep. May the Holy Spirit grant Pope Leo the gifts needed to take up that same mission
today.

In Christ,

Most Reverend Michael McGovern

Archbishop of Omaha
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